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News from the Iowa Association of Pathologists

IAP Annual Dinner November 3
in West Des Moines
Guest speaker from Mayo Clinic
Gary Keeney, MD of Mayo Clinic will be the guest speaker at the IAP Annual
Dinner Thursday, November 3, 2016. The dinner will be held at the Glen Oaks
Country Club in West Des Moines. The title of Dr. Keeney’s presentation is
Practical Issues in GYN Pathology.
Dr. Keeney is Chair of Anatomic Pathology and Professor of Laboratory Medicine
at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. His primary areas of interest are
gynecologic pathology, breast pathology, bone pathology, soft tissue pathology
and cytolology. Dr. Keeney’s son Matthew is a pathology resident at the University
of Iowa.
The IAP Annual Dinner is open to any Iowa pathologist and is a great opportunity
to connect with your Iowa colleagues and exhibitors. Non-members and practice
partners are welcome. The evening begins with a 6:00 p.m. reception. Dinner is at
6:30 p.m. followed by Dr. Keeney's scientific presentation.
The cost of the dinner is $100. As part of an important IAP outreach program,
pathology residents may attend the dinner for free. You will receive additional
information—and a printable registration form—in September. You can also
register and pay online in the Annual Dinner section of the IAP web site,
www.iapathologists.org.

CAP16 The Pathologists’ Meeting
September 25, 2016, Wynn Encore, Las Vegas

Gary Keeney, MD
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for part one of a
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on digital
pathology
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New IAP Board Member
At its November, 2015 meeting, the IAP
Board of Directors appointed Joshua Cook,
MD to the board. Dr. Cook fills a vacancy
created when Dr. Sara Shunkwiler left the
state to practice in Nebraska.
Dr. Cook is a native of Bakersfield, California
and earned his undergraduate degree at the
University of Utah. Following college, he
joined the US Navy as a nuclear engineer and
spent five years serving on a "hunter-killer"
attack submarine.
After the navy, he and
his wife moved to New
Zealand, where he
attended medical
school and did a year of
clinical medicine. After
six years in New
Zealand, they returned
Josh Cook, MD
to the U.S. and Dr. Cook
did a pathology residency at the University
of Utah. He completed a fellowship in
hemapathology at Washington University in
St. Louis. He has practiced with Iowa
Pathology Associates in Des Moines for the
past two years.
Dr. Cook will serve the remainder of Dr.
Shunkwiler’s term, which ends in April, 2017.

IAP Board Member wins
seat on IMS Board
IAP Board Member
Tiffani Milless, MD has
been elected to a seat
on the Iowa Medical
Society Board of
Trustees. The at-large
seat carries a term of
three years. Dr. Milless
practices with Iowa
Pathology Associates in
Des Moines.

Potential uses for digital
pathology increasing
Experts say pathologists will play an increasingly
important role in patient care in the future, and
digital pathology supports this function
As the number of potential applications for telepathology
increases, a growing number of pathologists are pondering
the benefits of going digital in a clinical setting.
“Pathology education and research have embraced all-digital
environments,” says Elizabeth Chlipala, a board member for
the Digital Pathology Association and partner in Premier
Laboratory LLC in Longmont, Colorado. “It is less common in
clinical settings.”
Practices that have gone digital are using it primarily for
surgical pathology, cytology and hematology, Chlipala says.
However, more uses continue to emerge.
“Pathologists will play an increasingly important role in
patient care in the future,” she predicts. “Digital pathology
supports this expanded practice function.”

There are many potential
Digital Pathology—A
benefits to digital patholdynamic, image-based
ogy. Compared with glass
environment that enables
slides, digitized slides are
acquisition, management
easily retrievable and don’t
and interpretation of
fade. The need for physical
pathology information
storage space is elimingenerated from a digitized
ated. Slides are available to
glass slide.
multiple centers and in
remote locations and can
be easily shared with an
audience. Examination preparation is less costly,
consultations are faster and easier and the need for travel
and transportation is eliminated. Quality assurance is
improved due to consistency among centers.
In a digitized clinical setting, pathologists have the advantage
of the “pathologist’s cockpit” which allows simultaneous
viewing of three or four monitors displaying information
from multiple sources.

Tiffani Milless, MD
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Digital Pathology, from page 2
However, there are also drawbacks to digital pathology, chief among them the
cost of both the technology and the computer memory required to store digital
slides. Pathology practices considering digitizing face a dizzying array of issues
including regulatory, legal and licensure requirements, security and privacy of
patient information and potential liability risks.
When a decision is made to digitize a pathology practice, physicians and
administrators face a myriad of decisions regarding the type of system best suited
to that practice and how it will be integrated.
“No device is suitable for all purposes,” says Chlipala.
Eric Glassy, MD of Torrance, California is a member of the CAP Foundation and
incoming president of the Digital Pathology Association. He answered questions
regarding digital pathology submitted by IAP Past President Daniel Slagel, MD.
Are there states that currently
regulate telepathology?
Telemedicine is regulated and,
by extension, telepathology.
State medical board regulations regarding interstate
consultation (and commerce)
apply for digital pathology.
The Pathologist‘s Cockpit, part of a digital pathology system, allows
Thirty-two states and the
simultaneous viewing of information from multiple sources.
District of Columbia allow for
a physician with an out-of-state license to perform limited consultation to a
physician with the specific state license, but the word “limited” is not defined. Five
states—Connecticut, Louisiana, Michigan, South Carolina and Tennessee—prohibit
physicians from consultation without a license for that specific state.
Do liability insurers recognize increased (or decreased) liability with telepathology?
For my group's insurer—Doctor’s Company— telepathology adds no increased risk.
Reading cases via remote access is the same as using a traditional microscope. The
Doctor’s Company provides a list of issues that should be addressed for
telemedicine and telepathology, such as privacy when using mobile devices in
public places and the ability to wipe the device clean if it is lost or stolen. There are
licensing issues that must be addressed as well.
Are there separate billing codes for telepathology?
Not for primary diagnosis. Telemedicine has codes that are reimbursed at a slightly
higher rate than traditional clinician office visits. You could argue for higher
reimbursement, but since primary DX is not FDA approved, I don’t believe you
would be successful.

In the next IAP Update, read about issues to consider when choosing a digital
pathology system for a clinical practice.
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Scenes from the 2015 IAP
Annual Dinner
The 2015 IAP Annual Dinner was held Thursday,
November 5 at the Sheraton Hotel in Iowa City

IAP President Jared Abbott, MD (left) with Bruce Williams, MD,
president-elect of the College of American Pathologists. Dr. Williams
was a guest speaker at the dinner.

From left, IAP Board Member Joseph Eaton, DO with IAP Board Member
Tiffani Milless, MD and Caitlin Halverson, MD.

IAP Past President Christopher Johnson, MD with Laila Dahmoush,
MD, University of Iowa representative to the IAP Board of Directors.

From left, Steven Goetz, MD; Gagan Mathurm MD and John Lee, MD.

At left, Munir Tanas, MD, guest presenter, with Nitin Karandikar, MD,
chair of the University of Iowa Department of Pathology.

