
2015 IAP Annual Dinner set for 
November 5 in Iowa City
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IAP UPDATE
he 2015 IAP Annual Dinner will be Thursday, 
November 5 at the hotelVetro in Iowa City. The 
IAP Annual Dinner has been held since 2008,

and this is the second time the dinner has been held 
in Iowa City. The event is open to any Iowa 
pathologist.
   The evening includes a reception, dinner and 
scientific presentation. This year’s speaker is Munir 
Tanas, MD, Assistant Professor of Pathology and 
Anatomic Pathology, University of Iowa. 
   The topic of his presentation will be “A practical 
approach to biopsies of deceptively bland-appearing 
bone and soft tissue neoplasms.” 
   Dr. Tanas recently joined the University of Iowa 
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Munir Tanas, MD will be 
guest presenter at the 
November 5 IAP Annual 
Dinner in Iowa City.

CAP President responds to JAMA study on 
interpretation of breast biopsies

A study of breast biopsies published in a recent 
issue of JAMA “may lead to unnecessary 
worry for patients,” says CAP President

Gene Herbek, MD.
   The JAMA study, which was widely reported in the 
media, challenges the notion that a biopsy is the 
“gold standard” that will resolve any questions 
arising from unclear mammograms or ultrasounds.
   In the study, pathologists were asked to examine 
biopsy slides, then compared their diagnoses with 
those given by a panel of leading experts who had 
seen the same slides. Reportedly, there were 
important differences in diagnoses of slides in the 
“gray zone.”

   The New York Times and other media concluded 
that breast biopsies show the difference between 
healthy tissue and cancer but are “less reliable” at 
identifying subtle abnormalities. 
   The same issue of JAMA which contained the study 
also included an editorial which called the findings 
“disconcerting.” JAMA editors called on pathologists 
to improve the accuracy of biopsy readings and to 
consult more often with colleagues when biopsy 
results are not definitive.
   In CAP’s formal response, Dr. Herbek says that the 
study protocol does not mirror actual practice.

continued page 3

faculty. He came to Iowa 
from Cleveland Clinic, 
where he completed a post-
doctoral fellowship under 
the mentorship of Brian 
Rubin, MD.
   Online dinner registration 
will again be available on 
www.iapathologists.org, the 
IAP web site.  
   A brochure with full 
details on the IAP Annual 
Dinner will be sent in 
September. *



Spring, 2015                                                                                                                               IAP UPDATE, Page 2

  
*  

  *  

IAP election results

E

T
  
*  

Upcoming events

   As assistant professor of 
pathology, Dr. Samuelson 
lectures M2 students in the 
medical pathology course 
and facilitates small groups. 
She serves as Externship 
Program Director for the 
post-sophomore fellowship 
in pathology. 
   At the awards ceremony, 
Dr. Samuelson was 
honored as “a constant 

lection of IAP officers and board members was 
held at the 2014 IAP Annual Dinner November 
13 at Glen Oaks Country Club.

Robert Robinson, MD and Laila Dahmoush, MD at the 
2014 IAP Annual Dinner.

  Jared Abbott, MD, Des Moines, was elected IAP 
president (see article page 3). Jamie Weydert, MD, 
Ames, was elected secretary-treasurer. Renee 
Ellerbroek, MD, Des Moines, and Clinton Crowder, 
MD, Des Moines were elected board members at large. 
All positions carry two-year terms that expire 
December 31, 2016.
   At its November 13 meeting, the IAP Board formally 
commended outgoing president Daniel Slagel, MD, 
Dubuque, for his excellent service.

2015	 IAP	 Annual	 Dinner
Thursday, November 5, 2015

hotelVetro, Iowa City

CAP	 2015	 Policy	 Meeting
May 4-6, Washington DC

September 25-28, 2016
Las Vegas, Nevada

2016	 IAP	 Annual	 Dinner
Thursday, November 3, 2016

Glen Oaks, West Des Moines

CAP	 ‘The	 Pathologists’	 Meeting
October 4-7, 2015
Nashville, Tennessee

New UI representative
he new University of Iowa representative to the 
Iowa Association of Pathologists Board of 
Directors is Laila Dahmoush, MD. 

   Dr. Dahmoush replaces Dr. Robert Robinson, who 
served as the IAP Board representatives for the past 
five years. At its November 14 meeting, the Board 
commended Dr. Robinson for his excellent service.

Dr. Samuelson receives award

M egan Samuelson, MD is the recipient of 
the 2014 Medical Education Celebration 
Day award. 

Megan Samuelson, MD

advocate for medical student education and an excellent 
role model in this regard.”

Electronic dues payment and electronic IAP 
Annual Dinner registration are available on 
the IAP web site, www.iapathologists.org

Dr. Nashelsky takes office

M arcus Nashelsky, MD took office January 1, 
2015 as president of the National 
Association of Medical Examiners (NAME).

   Dr. Nashelsky is Clinical Professor of Pathology and 
directs the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics 
Autopsy Service. He is also Johnson County Medical 
Examiner and Assistant Iowa State Medical Examiner.

  
*  

  
*  
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JAMA breast biopsy study
continued from page 1

routinely consult with colleagues in 
the same practice or outside 
pathology groups. Immuno-
histochemical staining, he reveals, 
is another important diagnostic tool 
used to ensure accurate diagnoses.

“The JAMA study, by design, is not representative of 
the actual practice of diagnostic breast pathology, 
which is done in collaborative settings and not by 
individual pathologis.”

  * 
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   Dr. Herbek also expresses concern 
that, after reading the JAMA 
editorial and resulting media 
coverage, some women may forgo 
life-saving breast cancer screening 
tests or biopsies. 
   Dr. Herbek’s full response to the 
JAMA study can be found on the 
CAP web site at www.cap.org. A 
link to the response can be found 
on the home page of the IAP web 
site, www.iapathologists.org.

*

Note: Dr. Gene Herbek practices at 
Methodist Hospital in Omaha. He formerly 
practiced in Iowa and is an emeritus 
member of IAP.

   “In the actual practice of 
pathology, pathologists integrate 
the patient's clinical information, 
including imaging findings, into the 
diagnoses. The participants of the 
JAMA study were only provided 
the patient's age,” he adds.

  “The JAMA study, by design, is not 
representative of the actual practice 
of diagnostic breast pathology, 
which is done in collaborative 
settings and not by individual 
pathologists,” he says. “Patients 

should know that pathologists in 
medical centers, community and 
academic, all across the country have 
steps in place to ensure the quality 
and accuracy of their diagnoses.”
   When biopsy results are incon-
clusive, he adds, pathologists

Meet your new IAP President

J ared J. Abbott, MD, Des Moines, 
is the new president of the Iowa 
Association of Pathologists.

Dr. Abbott practices dermato-
pathology and anatomic pathology 
with Iowa Pathology Associates of 
Des Moines. He earned his under-
graduate degree at Princeton 
University and his PhD and MD 
from the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center. He 
completed a residency in anatomic 
pathology and a fellowship in 
dermatopathology at Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota.
   Dr. Abbott is a member of the 
Council of Membership and 
Professional Development for the 
College of American Pathology 
(CAP). He also serves on the Board 

Jared J. Abbott, MD
IAP President

of PathPac, CAP’s political action 
committee. He serves as adjunct 
faculty for the Des Moines 
University Dermatology and 
Immunology lecture series. 
   He will serve a two-year term as 
IAP President.


